Print Article: Santa Ana's water rated third-best in the world Page | of |

THE ORANGE COUNTY

"REGISTER

Santa Ana's water rated third-best in the world
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- SANTA ANA — This city's tap water has been rated No 3 in the world
in a laste competition nicknamed the "Academy Awards of Water "

A panel of 12 judges in Berkeley Springs. W Va , last month rated
Santa Ana as having the third-besi-tasting municipal water out of 35
entries from 13 slates and Canada Daytona Beach, Fla., was picked
as having the best-tasting water and Desert Hot Springs was
second
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"Regardless of what people think of Orange County and Santa Ana,
we have the best water out there —internationally " said Claudia Alvarez, Santa Ana's mayor pro tem, who
is also president of the Orange County Water Digtnct

Santa Ana had entered the Berkeley Springs International Water Tasting a year earlier, shipping its entry
in plastic bottles. but it didn’t place in the top five

"This year, we decided to enter in glass botties, on the theory thal glass would not add any flaver to it,"
said Raul Godinez, Santa Ana's director of public works "We believe that helped keep the onginal flavor *

Santa Ana pumps 62 percent of its water supply from its own groundwater wells, and purchases the other
28 percent from the Metropolitan Water District of hern Cal . §ald Ray Burk, the city's water
resources manager The proportions from each source vary from year to year

The groundwater is pretty much ready to drink as scon as it is pumped. The only treatment the city does is
add a tiny (0.4 parts per milion) amount of chionne to protect against contamination, Burk said

The water the city gets from the MWD has a higher (2 pans per million) portion of chlorine. That's because
it is surface water, from the Colorado River, which requires more treatment, Burk said

The city's entry in the Berkeley Springs contest was drawn from a well Godinez said

Years ago, the city used lo bottle and iabal its municipal water for distribution at community events.
Alvarez said. "I've always trusted the water in Sania Ana " she said

To read more about the competition, visit berkeievsprings com and click an “International Water Tasting
Results ™

Contact the writer: 714-T88-7956 or agalvin@ocreqister com
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