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What is a Housing Element?

ÁA mandated chapter of Santa Anaôs 

comprehensive General Plan

ÁGeneral Plan guides future growth in 

Santa Ana. Chapters include:

- land use

- transportation

- open space and recreation

- public safety

ÁHousing Element addresses current 

and future housing needs in Santa Ana



New Construction

ÁState Housing Element 

law requires cities to 

address future growth  

ÁSCAG prepares ñRHNAò 

every 5 years that 

indicates housing need

ÁCities must identify 

adequate sites, zoning, & 

density for the RHNA

Income 

Group

Definition of Income 

Groups

Number 

of Units 

Very Low Below 50% of MFI

Below  $39,000

694

Low 51% to 80% of MFI

Up to $63,000

574

Moderate 81% to 120% of MFI

Up to $94,000

665

Above-

Moderate

Above 120% of MFI

Above $94,000

1,461

Total 3,393

Santa Anaôs

Regional Housing Needs 

Assessment for 2006-2014



Element Requirements

ÁAnalysis of Santa Anaôs housing 

needs within the community 

ÁAnalysis of various constraints to 

meeting housing needs

ÁInventory of land, administrative    

and financial resources for housing 

ÁPolicies for housing construction, 

improvement, and preservation. 

ÁHousing implementation programs



Housing Element Process

Phase 1: Outreach/Education

Phase 2: Prepare Housing Element 

Phase 3: HCD/State Review  

Phase 4: Environmental Review 

Phase 5: Public Hearings



Community Outreach

ÁCommunity Workshops 

ÁCommunity-Based Organizations 

Workshop

ÁGreater Santa Ana Business Alliance

ÁCity Council Visioning Sessions

ÁPlanning Commission Study Sessions

ÁRedevelopment & Housing Commission 

Study Sessions

ÁHistoric Resource Commission



Community Values 

and Concerns

Á Our Housing

Á Our Neighborhood

Á Our Community

ÁDesire for well designed projects

ÁHousing to serve the most vulnerable 

residents

ÁñCreate a balance of renters and 

homeowners.ò

ÁNeed for workforce housing

ÁBalance density with livability and 

affordability

ÁPromote a more active lifestyle

through parks and recreational 

activities

ÁImprove and rehabilitate housing



Housing Vision

All Santa Ana residents have an equal right and 

opportunity to find suitable housing in quality residential 

neighborhoods that allow themselves, their families, and 

neighbors to live the fullest lives. We support an inclusive 

community that is multigenerational, culturally diverse, 

sustainable, and economically broad. The City will 

facilitate the production, rehabilitation, and improvement 

of rental and homeownership opportunities at different 

affordability levels. 



Goal #1: 
Livable Neighborhoods

Promote livable 

neighborhoods through 

quality housing conditions, 

quality parks and 

community services, and 

well-maintained 

infrastructure that inspire 

neighborhood pride. 



Housing Programs to 

Improve Neighborhoods

ĔHousing Rehabilitation 

ĔNeighborhood Initiatives

ĔCode Enforcement

ĔHistoric Preservation


